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Teally profitable one ?    And   what act is the most
heinous ? In the epic the questions are put as follows :

(What act is most profitable in the world by
doing which a man becomes exalted ? Also what is
the worst and most lamentable act ?)
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The answer to the first question is the acquisition
of wisdom ; and to the second the killing of a right-
eous and innocent man. The answers and even the
questions are from chapters 35 and36 of the Mai?iog~i
Khirad (S. B.E. XXIV, pages 70-72). In chapter 35
the question is " what act makes a man really rich ?" ;
and, as in Firdausi, the answer again is the acquisi-
tion of perfection in wisdom. So also the question
in chapter 35 is "Which sin is the more heinous "
and among the answer is when " one distresses a
righteous man " (section 24).

Nor are these the only parallelisms between
Firdausi and the Mainog-i Khirad. In the next
paragraph in the Shahnameh, King Bahram addresses
his nobles after the departure of the Roman ambassa*
dor and announces his intention of avoiding the ways
not only of his father Yezdegard but of Jemshid and
.Kawus :
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(See why Jemshid and Kawus followed the path